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FAMILY RELATIONS IN ARGENTINA:
DIACHRONY AND SYNCHRONY*

. Catalina H. Wainerman**

The family is an institution which has been
not.ably absent from research programs of
socw}l scientists in Argentina. With few ex-
c.eptlons, research investigating the Argen-
tine family is virtually non-existent (Horas
1959; Germani, 1961, 1962; Forni, 1962f
Cuevillas, 1964; Babini, 1965; Strickon,
1965; Sito, 1967; Gibaja, 1967; Bilbao,
1974). Demographic data indicate that
leth regard to fertility, the Argentine fam: .
ily }.1as followed a pattern both atypical for
I:atln America and also distinct from na-
tions in North America and Western
'Europ'e. The typical 1960 Argentine fam-
ily, with an average of 1.8 children per
house_hold, was smaller than other Latin
American countries such as Costa Rica
(3:2), VNicaragua and Mexico (3.0), or
Panama (2.5) (Pantelides, 1972). Argen-
tine fertility began to fall at the end of the
nineteenth century. Compared with that of
industrialized countries, Argentine fertil-

tesearchers documented changes in inter-
nal family dynamics which aécompahied
these transformations in family structure.
In this paper I will concentrate on the
more or less authoritatian or egalitarian
character of interpersonal relations within
the family. To do this I have made use of
an indicator rarely used outside of socio-
!1nguistics: pronominal address in dyadic
interaction (specifically, symmetrical
and asymmetrical interchanges of the
variants vos, ##, and wusted of the second
person singular pronoun). In Spanish
the second person- singular has both
:aformal and a familiar form. The former
s -usted; the latter in most Spanish-
speaking countries is #2%. But in Ar'genfina,

countries, the variant vos is often substi-
tuted. ! Bas;g_tp the use of this indicator is
the assumption that pronominal address

. ity fell faster and reached.its-current fow -

level at an earlier stage of industrializa- ! i :

thn. Al}fhf’llgh some researchers attribute ants fi: 311: fgci’:;hl::resfnw:: t:ll: l"rfoliwfninal o
this fertlhty decline to the lower levels of @and the informal ¢, In time vis s:i‘fer:d ;r'll:;l:dvo;
_the l‘arge number of Italian and Spanish .semantic erosion and came to express such familia(;-
immigrants (Torrado, 1970), its exact ity that around the third decade of the sixteenth

causes have na . century it was replaced by the formal vari
t been determined, nor have The locus left by the informal variant ;::: ‘;‘:Jte:t;

occupied by two forms: # and vos. Vos w

: : X as ve
P(')pular in Andalusia from where it was extended z

*Transiated info Ensli . Hispanic America. Today in most urban ¢

min nglish by Louis Wolf Good- Argentina vos has almost com;;]etely repla::dtetr; iorf
spoken language. The same has happened in some
few other countries in Latin America (Costa Rica
Uruguay, and some sectors of the population of vari-
ous Cen.tral American countries). Elsewhere the form
g con.tmues being the only informal variant. From
the point of view of this work the “voseo"’ (use of vos)

and the “tuteo” (the use of #f) are considered synony-
mous.

] **Catalina H. Wainerman is a social psycholo-
gist. She obtained her Ph.D. at Cornell University in
1971. Since 1974 she has been a member of the re:
search team of the Center of Population Studies
(CENEP), Buenos Aires, Argentina. Cui‘rently she is
conducting research on the participation of women in

as well as in some.other Latin .American -
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verbally encodes socio-psychological char-
acteristics of interpersonal relations.

In this analysis I will catry out both
diachronic and synchronic comparisons of
family relations in two distinct urban
Argentine locales. - The two cities from
which data have been collected are Buenos
Aires, from the middle of the nineteenth
century until the present, and Catamarca
today. This choice of cities highlights the
extremes of regional inequality character-
istic of a developing capitalist country.
Buenos Aires, located on the coastal
region, is the most developed center of the
country and the most tightly integrated
into the economic system of the advanced
capitalist world. On the other hand, the
city of Catamarca, in the Northwest
region, is on€ of the most notably mar-
ginalized of Argentina's cities—marginal-
ized economically, politically, socially, and
culturally. -

My aim is to detect when during the last
century and in what direction the nature of
interpersonial relations between family
members in Buenos Aires was transformed
and how it differs from that in contempor-
ary Catamarcan families. In both contexts
I will ‘analyze behavior in different social
classes. The double time perspective will
allow me to ask to what extent changes
over time parallel differences between two
contexts at the same point in time.

The History of Inequality:
Buenos ‘Aires and the Interior®

Nearly 24 million people live in Argentina,
one of the ten most urbanized countries in
the world and the most urbanized in Latin
America. Argentina is a country of Euro-
pean immigration, with a very small
indigenous population, a literacy rate over
90 percent, a large middle class, and a
level of industrialization relatively high
within Latin America. Its history is that of

*For this section I have drawn on Ferrer (1962),
Rofman and Romero (1973), Rofman (1974), and
Scobie (1964).

subordination of the interior to Buenos
Aires—the seat of the nation’s economic,
political, and cultural elite.

In the colonial period (sixteenth to eigh-
teenth centuries) Argentina was composed
of isolated and self-sufficient regional
economic units. The most prosperous
regions were those which developed activi-
ties tied to the Peruvian (partly now
Bolivian) highlands, at that time a dy-
namic mining center. One of these regions
was the Northwest where Catamarca is
located and where cloth and mules were
produced. During this period the coastal
region (where Buenos Aires is located) was
among the most backward.

The closed and self-sufficient character
of regional units was first changed at the
end of the eighteenth century with the
opening of the Rio de fa Plata to colonial
commerce and the growing importance on
the coast of export-oriented livestock pro-
duction. The creation of the Viceroyalty of
the Rio de la Plata (1776) and the estab-
fishment of free trade for the region
(1778) laid the groundwork for future
regional inequality. This economic shift
imposed by the Spanish colonial empire
divided the country into two, making
Buenos Aires the country’s dynamic,
modern cosmopolitan center, and making
Catamarca and the rest of the Northwest a
stagnant and marginalized backwater, the
repository of traditional values and cul-
ture. Buenos Aires became the natural
port of exportation for goods from the in-
terior and the supply center for products
imported from abroad. ]

A new phase in Argentine development
began in the second half of the nineteenth
century. Its final decades marked the
country’s boom and change from a pas-
toral economy to a European outpost of
prosperity. From 1869 to- 1930, starting
from a lower base, Argentina’s rate of
growth was at levels virtually equal to
those of the United States. At the begin-
ning of this period the country was incor-
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porated into the world matket through its
exportation of agricultural products. The
rural sector expanded together with the
railroad system. Immigration of labor and
investment of foreign capital provided
other inputs necessary for development,
The railroad, whose fan-shaped network
connected all zones of the interior with the
coast (while maintaining them in isolation-
from each other) was the most effective
force for orienting the whole country
towards the city of Buenos Aires. The tra-
ditional labor scarcity in the pampas
(plains) region was overcome by huge im-
migration—largely Italians and Span-
iards—that substantially modified the
composition of Argentina’s population
and the characteristics of the entire
nation. However, all regions were not
equally transformed: by 1914 about 39
percent of the population of Buenos Ajres
province was foreign born, as opposed to
only 2 percent of Catamarca province.

The extraordinary rate of Argentina’s
growth came to a halt in the' worldwide
crash of 1929. The new organization of the
world market pushed the Argentine econ-
omy toward the manufacture of previously
1mported non-durable consumer goods,
This was concentrated in certain urban
centers, especially around Buenos Aires,
‘which “teceived a large - migration of
workers from the interior, This migratioh
was of major. significance for the indus-
trial development of that period, and was
of vast future social and political conse-
quences.

When the era of import substitution
came to an end, at the beginning of the
1950s, the inter-regional gap had widened,
reinforcing the ‘‘center-periphery’’
scheme. In 1970 the city of Catamarca had
about 57,000 inhabitants, roughly one-
third of the population of its province. Its
economic structure had not experienced
any substantial alteration since the begin-
ning of the century. In 1970 almost one-
third of the province’s labor force was
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occupied in farming, 25 percent in manu-
facturing—Ilargely handicraft and cottage
industries—and the rest in service activi-
ties, mostly in the government sector. By
the same date the city of Buenos Aires had

reached almost 3 million, and the whole-

metropolitan area approximately 8.5
million, or nearly one-third of the popu-
lation of Argentina. Less than 10 percent

of the active population of the province.

were engaged in farming, 40 percent in the
manufacturing, and half in services. These
differences in labor force structure add to
other demographic differences.

The age structure of the province of
Catamarca follows the pattern of less de-
veloped countries, with a relatively young
population. That of the province of
Buenos Aires, and even more so of the
city, follows that of more developed na-
tions with a relatively mature population.
Both age structures are the result of very
different patterns of mortality, fertility,
and migration. The infant mortality rate
in the province of Catamarca was one of
the highest in the country and exceeded
that of the province of Buenos Aires by
almost 50 percent. Fertility rates were even
more disparate, with Catamarca’s practi-
cally twice that of Buenos Aires. With re-
spect to migration the average annual net
rate for the period 1947 to 1960 was plus
14 percent for Buenos Aires and minus 14
percent for Catamarca.

What characteristics ‘do kin relations
take on in such distinet contexts? In the
pages which follow I will try to give an
image of some of their aspects through
inferences based on modes of interpersonal
interaction encoded at the verbal level by
pronominal address.

Pronomixal Address and
Interpersonal Relations

It has been shown in a variety of languages
(Brown, 1960, 1961, 1965) that pro-
nominal address, as well as many other
classes of interpersonal relations (Bales,
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1950; Cartwright, 1952; Goffman, 1965;
Leary, 1957; Barrien, 1961; Parsons,
1963) is governed by two semantic dimen-
sions: that of power and that of solidarity.
The first is essentially asymmetrical and
non-reciprocal and is associated with
status differences based on such charac-
teristics as age, generation, power, wealth,
and prestige. The second is essentially
symmetrical and reciprocal and is associ-

- ated with similarities of psychological

orientation which derive from familiarity,
frequency of interaction, and the sharing
‘of experiences and common destinies.

The pronominal correlate of power rela-
tions—which express social distance—is
generically indicated for second person
singular dyadic interaction by T-V. This
empirically corresponds to the vos/tii-
usted in Spanish, to the tu-vous in French,
to the tu-voi/lei in Italian, to the thou-ye
of eatlier English, and their equivalents in
other languages. The correlate of relations
of solidarity, which express psychological
distance, is generically indicated by T-T
and V-V depending on whether the in-
formal or formal variant is used. The T-T
cotresponds with vos/ti-vos/tit in Span-
ish, tu-tu in French and Italian, and thou-
thou in earlier English, The V-V cortes-
ponds with usted-usted in Spanish, vous-
vous in French, voi/lei-voi/lei in Italian,
and ye-ye in earlier English. In modern
colloquial English this differentiation is
implicit in the use of the first name or
nickname as opposed to the use of first
name or family name preceded by a cere-
monial title such as Mr. or Mts.

When the 7-V form is used the proba-
bility is high that the speakers define their
personal relations as hierarchical. When
the T-T or V-V forms are used, the proba-
bility is high that the interpersonal rela-
tions are defined (psychologically) as egali-
tarian—be they of an informal or intimate

character, ot of a formal or distant one. In
other words, when the variants of pro-

nominal address are conceived as a
semantic set, they are simultaneously con-
ceived as socio-linguistic indicators of a set
of socio-psychological - relations. Thus,
each pronominal variant necessarily has
two connotations depending on the nature
of the exchange: T expresses intimacy
when it is reciprocal (for example, among
friends), and condescension when it is
nonreciprocal (for example, from patron
to employee—that is to say from above to
below); V expresses distance when it is
reciprocal (for example, among strangers),
and deference when it is non-reciprocal
(for example, from employee to patron—
that is to say from below to above). From
the grammatical point of view the use of
t, vos, or usted, with a single speaker, is
equally correct. However, from the social
point of view, the characteristics of the
context—its formality or informality and
the social and psychological distance be-
tween the speakers—prescribe which
variant is appropriate.

Pronouns are non-descriptive words
‘whose meaning is strongly dependent on
the context of discourse. The use of pro-
nouns provides an opportunity to examine
the social meanings included in inter-
personal interaction because of: (1) their
high frequency in verbal constructions;
(2) their low accessibility to the speaker’s
conscious control; and (3) the unavoida-
bility of theit selection in languages such
as Spanish which use conjugated verbs to
indicate number and person.

In this work I will concentrate on the
asymmetrical use (7-V) since it is the one
which most probably encodes hierarchical
relationships. 1 will begin by tracing the
transformations undergone by family rela-
tions in the city of Buenos Aires from 1850
to 1950. Later I will compare these with
similar relations in 1970 Buenos Aires and
Catamarca. In both cases, using data col-
lected in a sociolinguistic research project
(Wainerman, 1976), I will attempt to
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identify similariti . i el o= : - ‘
iw ZI; Ii i"a;igll z:g:]:e;ndf i{i;fferences b.e § S g = crease of the formal [V-V] and of the Among the former in 1850 the absolute
classes y of different social 18 2 asymmetrical [7-V]). Brown detected majority (88 percent) of the speakers inter-
s .data on which I will b . S these changes both inside and outside fam- acted asymmetrically—a proportion re-
will base my dia- ily relations. duced dramatically to 38 percent toward

chronic study were obtained by a content
analysis of the dialogues included in 109
literary works (mainly drama) written by
70 Argentine authors around 1850, 1900,
and 1950. In all casés the aétion takes
place in Buénos Aires among native char-
acters. In these time periods I observed
pronoun use between each of 70, 211, and
207 kin-related dyads, respectively., The
three samples are matched and contain
comparable proportions of lower- and
uppet-class dyads (occupationally de-
fined), same- and different-generation
dyads, and same- and different-sex dyads.
For the synchronic study I will use primary
data gathered through a survey carried out
in 1970 among 120 Buenos Aires residents
and 112 Catamarcans by means of a ques-
tionnaire which sought information about
pronoun use between each of 923 and 807
kin-related dyads fespectively.  In both
cities informants were selected by quota
sampling -among native males, aged 30 to
40 years, from lower, middle, and upper-
middJe classes (occupationally -defined).
Both samples were matched ~“along the
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The major individual attribute associ-
ated with encoding power or authority re-
lations within the family is generational
posmon As indicated by data in Table 1,
asymmettical usage takes place almost ex-
clusively between family members of dif-
ferent generations. Sex characteristics,
however, did not show any differences, a
finding which departs from those of other
studies carried on in Latin America (cf.
Alonso Vargas [1974] for Costa Rica, and
Solé [1970] for Peru and Puerto Rico).

. The secondary nature of the data im-
posed limitations on the variety of the kin
relations examined. Only five types
appeared with sufficient frequency to per-
mit analysis: parent-child, grandparent-
grandchild, uncle/aunt-nephew/niece,
spouse-spouse and sibling-sibling. The
data summarized in Table 1 show an abso-
lute predominance of asymmetrical treat-
ment between grandparent and grand-
children and uncles/aunts-nephews/nieces
in 1850, and a considerable decrease
towards 1950. Parent-child interaction is
shown to be redefined in the same direc-

-1900. In 1900 asymmetrical address in the

lower-class families remained almost as
high (73 percent) as it has been among
families of higher social classes fifty years
before. By 1950 the more egalitarian na-
ture of interpersonal relations seems to
have gained ground among all Buenos
Aires families, irrespective of social
class. .

The transformation of the family dy-
namics suggested by the change in pro-
nominal address is consistent with changes
generally reported by students of the
family who characterize the transition
from a ‘‘traditional,” “agrarian,” ‘‘pre-
industrial” family to a ‘“modern,” “ut-
ban,” “industrial” one. The standard
characterization implies abandoning rela-
tions based on respect and obedience cen-
tered around the father as an authority
figure, and fostering relations based on
affection, companionship, spontaneity,
communication, shared authority, and re-
spect for the individual needs of family
membets.

This transformation, generally associ-

- =4
388 i
same three variables as in the diachronic oo g G} . elly
study to allow for com - & & o tion, but in much stronger terms. ated with the process of urbanization and
r compatisons. 8 These findings hide substantial differ- the industrial mode of production, is re-
Interpersonal Relations in § ences among families of different social ported to be related to the transition from
Buenos Aires Families: 1850-1950 8 }‘ 3 classes. The secondary natufe of the data  high fertility in families to low fertility
Literaty works indicate a clear expansion 33 é ’% E permits only a crude dichotomous classifi- ?hr(.)ugh family p.lanmng.. This trans1t§0n
of symni etrical pronou R i g 5 cation of the social class of the speakers in s, in turn, associated with the expansion
frequent verb 1P n use, Le., a !ess BRE g3 = terms of lower classes (lower and middle-  of education and the growing participation
equent verba encoding of hierarchical =8y = 1 . h
differences within Buenos Aires famili 8 & lower) and upper (middle-middle and of women in the modern sectors of the
amilies dl ). Furthermore, since the conom
between 18 . middle-uppet; , e y.
asymmttricsa(; 3:2;3:0' ’Iéf.xe -pr'oi)logtlon of . Argentine literature of the nineteenth Demographic data 1nd1cate such a
ge diminished from ' century reflects very little of lower class transition for Buenos Aires families since
life, for 1850 data are available only for the  the middle of the nineteenth century. In

53 percent in 1850, to 29 percent in 1900,
to 17 percent in 1950. This is consistent
with Brown’s findings (1960, 1961, 1965)
for nearly twenty Indo-European lan-
guages throughout the last century (i.e.,
increase of the symmetrical usage, es-
pecially the informal type [7-7] with de-
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upper classes.

The final panel of Table 1 indicates that
the historical trend towards a greater egal-
itarianism between generations seems to
have begun in the most privileged families
and then spread to the less privileged ones.

Buenos Aires city the average family size
fell from 6.1 members in 1869, to 4.9 in
1914, to 3.8 in 1947. This fact is connected
to the expansion of education throughout
the entire population, particularly among
women. From 1869 to 1947 the literacy
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level for men in Argentina was raised from
35 percent to 88 percent, and for women
from 22 percent to 85 percent. The per-
centage of all the university degrees
granted to women increased from 1
percent in 1900/1905 to 11 percent in
1921/1925, to 17 percent in 1946/1950, to
28 percent in 1961/1965 (Argentina,
1965). ... o ,

Female participation in economic activ-
ity also changed through movement from
traditional to modern sectors. In the city of
Buenos Aires, for instance, the percentage
of women employed in domestic service
(from the total of active women aged 14 or
more) dropped from 19 percent in 1914 to
8 percent in 1947, and employment in
manufacturing, commerce, and services
(excluding domestic service and dress-
making) increased from 10 percent to 17
percent in the same period (Germani,
1955:128).

The consequences for the family struc-
ture and dynamics which derive from
women shifting their economic participa-
tion from traditional to modern activities
are_vast, since the latter generally take
place outside the household, with a
schedule and a rhythm which hinder
the simultaneous performance of domestic
and paid worker roles. It is therefore not
surprising that " thé hufiber of childfen
under five enrolled in nursery schools in
the country increased from 1,000 in the
first decade of this century to 3,000 in
1940, to 33,000 in 1950, and to 84,600 in
1960 (Argentina, 1976)—a date by which
the number of married women in the work
force had increased markedly (Recchini de
Lattes and Wainerman, 1977).

All of these changes affecting Argentine
families are presumably paralleled by
changes in intra-family social interaction
such as these reported above. We now
move from an examination of the past to
asking questions about the contemporary
family in two distinct situations: Buenos
Aires and Catamarca.
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Intexrpersonal Relations in Buenos Aires
and Catamarcan Families in 1970

The collection of primary data in Buenos
Aires and Catamarca in 1970, besides
allowing me to compare the natute of rela-
tions between family members in both con-
texts, also permits: (1) the evaluation of
the validity of the results found in Buenos
Aires’around 1950; (2) the exploration of a
greater variety of kin relations; and (3) the
determination, with greater precision, of
variations among social classes (trichoto-
mized and better measured). :

As in the above analysis, in this case I -

have concentrated on asymmetrical ex-
change (7-V). Informality in Catamarca
continues to be expressed at the verbal
level by two (not just one) informal pro-
nominal variahts (vos and #4). The pres-
ence of 71 in Catamarcan speech is another
indicator of the maintenance of a tradi-
tional culture little touched by transforma-
tions already undergone by the modern
regions of the country. Here I will not dif-
ferentiate between vos and tiZ and will treat
them generically as a single pronominal
variant, o o
In general terms it appears that the
diversity of address pdtterns in both con-
texts is not very largé, although the ten-
dency to mark asymmetrical relations is
greater in Catamarca (22 percent) than in
Buenos Aires (12 percent) (see Table 2).
Nevertheless, an examination of forms of
addréss exchanged -among family mem-
bers of different or equal generational
positions reveals differences. ‘ i
Between saine-generation kin, whatever
their age, there are no differences between
the two communities—address is sym-
metrical in almost all cases.? On the other

*In Catamarca, as opposed to Buenos Aires, I
found a considerable frequency of formal symmetri-
cal (V-V) usage—higher between speakers or differ-
ent generations. This permits the assumption that
hierarchical differentiation is more frequent than that
encoded by the T-V form. Since I do not have suffi-
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TABLE 2. 'PERCENT OF ASYMMETRICAL PRONOMINAL ADDRESS AMONG CATA-
MARCA AND BUENOS AIRES FAMILY MEMBERS BY GENERATION AND SOCIAL:

CLASSIN 1970

’ SOCIAL CLASS
CITY v GENERATION (Different Generation)
’ : ’ Upper-
__Total Same Different Lower Middle middle
Catamarca 22 (807) 1 (415) 45 (392) 49 (129) 47 (145) 38 (118)
Buenos Aires 12 (923) 1.(467) 23 (456) 32 (152) 19 (148) 18 (156)

NOTE: The numbers in parentheses (n) indicate the basis on which percentages were calculated.

hand, as one can see in Table 2, intet-
“action between different-genetation kin re-
sults in twice as large -asymmetrical pro-
‘nordinal usage in the Catamarca family as
in Buenos Aires (45 percent and 23 per-
“cent). -

When one takes into account the social
class of families  in both cities, relations
among family members of different gener-
ations are shown to be more frequently

asymmetrical in the less privileged social

classes.

cient evidence to state with absolute confidence that
the V-V form tends to encode hierarchical relations, I
prefer to take a conservative position and assign only
to -V a semantic content associated with authority
relations. If, however, one were to add the frequencies
of V-V usage to those of 7-V, the differences between
Catamarca and Buenos Aires families would be much
sharpet.
" “The only study carried out in Argentina about
patterns of family interaction in different social class
* contexts (Babini, 1965) provides independent evi-
dence which corroborates my findings. Among 300
families living in the city of Buenos Aires in 1962,
Babini found a greater predominance of authoritar-
jan attitudes and behavior in the lower classes than in
fower-middle and upper-middle class families. The
following shows this with even greater clarity: the in-
cidence of the prohibition that children speak at the
dinner table—an indicator of paternal authoritarian-
ism and of a pattern of extreme respect for elders—
was 37 percent in the lower class and 7 percent inthe
upper-middle class. Discipline based in threats,
scolding, and physical punishment were much more
frequent in the lower class (70 percent) than in the
upper-middle class (49 percent).” As many as 90
. percent of the mothers of the lower class think that
children should always obey their parents, and only

/

If we hold social class constant, intet-
regional differences ate greater than intra-
regional differences among social classes.
This is true not only for the lower and

middle classes, but for the upper classes as

well, revealing that the absence of regional
integration takes place even at the level of
the local elites. Or, to put it differently,
regional inequalities go beyond class in-
equalities.

An examination of eight concrete family
relations provides a more vivid image of
the differences between and within regions
(see Table 3). Most of the Buenos Aires
informants engage in symmetrical rela-
tions between father/son, grandfather/
grandson, and uncle/nephew. Catamar-
cans, on the other hand, incline more
markedly fo asymmetrical relations. (The

58 percent of the upper-middle class have the same
opinion. Also, the opinion predominating in the
lower class is that children should not point out de-
fects in their parents (58 percent), a position main-
tained by only 39 percent in the upper-middle class.
Furthermote, 58 percent of the mothers of the lower
class asserted that children were educated better in
earlier times because there was more obedience and
respect, as opposed to only 17 percent of the upper-
middle class. This panorama is practically reversed
when the question deals with the educational bene-
fits resulting from greater friendship and confidence
among parents and children. On this issue, 41
percent of the upper-middle class felt that this has a
positive effect and only 6 percent of the lower class
held this opinion. With few exceptions, most of the
lower-middle class families adopted an intermediate
position on all of these issues.
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reversal of the situation in the case of
mother-in-law/daughter-in-law is proba-
bly due to differences in the kinship system
o'f both regions, which absence of addi-
tional information does not allow me to ex-
plain.)

This pattern is expecially clear for the
father/son relation, the closest of the
Inter-generational bonds I have investi-
gated. In Catamarca, the prevalence of
asyfnmetrical usage is clearly related to
social class; 58 percent among the lower
class, 35 percent among the middle class,
and 21 percent among the upper-middie
class. In Buenos Aires, on the other hand,
the relation is established in equalitarian
terms whatever the social class of the
speakers.

Pronominal address between same-
generation kin, on the other hand, is
mostly established in symmetrical terms in
both regions and irrespective of social
class. Inter-regional differences do exist,
powever, but along the solidarity axis: it is
in the encoding of informality or formality
where differences both between and within
r?gions show up. Spouses, cousins and
siblings-in-law use the formal pronominal
mode V-V more frequently in Catamarca
than in Buenos Aires, particularly within
lower-class families. - - '

The greater frequency of symmetrical,

TABLE 3. PERCENT OF ASYMMETRICAL
PRONOMINAL ADDRESS AMONG CATA-
MARCA AND BUENOS AIRES DIFFER-
ENT GENERATION FAMILY MEMBERS
BY SOCIAL CLASS: 1850 TO 1970

1;}25TORICAL TOTAL SOCIAL CLASS

RIOD Lower Upper.
Buenos Aires

1850 88 No data 88

1900 56 73 38

1950 32 . 40 26

1970 23 24 18
Catamarca

1970 45 49 38
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equalitarian relationships in contemporary
Buenos Aires families as compared with
Catamatcans, especially among different-
generation kin, seems to reflect the en-
closed and stagnant nature of Catamarca.
Catamarca’s matginalization apparenﬂy
has maintained the traditional character
of the family unit, within which respect for
the authority of eldets seems to continue to
play a central role.

The strong structural differences be-
tween both regions cannot be independent
of the differences in family relationships
that speech encodes or of other charac-
teristics closely related to family dynamics
such as the average number of family
members. In-Catamarca family size (5.0)
is much larger than in Buenos Aires (3.1},
a difference which parallels the differences
between the average number of children
pet woman aged 15 or more, which is 3.3
in Catamarca and only 2.0 in Buenos
Aires; and differences in education with
only 21 _percent of Catamarcans having
received post-primary education, com-
pared with 39 percent of the Buenos Aires
population. o ' O

A Note of Caution
The nature of the data on which this

- -research is based might raise a number of

methodological queries, such as to what
extent the content analysis of literary
sources and the use of questionnaires yield
valid data on the speech habits of a com-
munity. This is not the place to enumerate
the multiple precautions that were taken
into account when conducting this re-
search; they have been presented else-
where (Wainerman, 1976).. However, it is
worth mentioning some independent
evidence which bears upon the validity of
the present findings.

Research conducted by Weinberg (1970)
and Najt (1969) in Bahia Blanca—a
modern, cosmopolitan urban center, rela-
tively close to Buenos Aires geographically
as well as culturally—supports my dia-
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chronic results. Data on pronominal
address forms exchanged among kin, as
reported by informants of three age-
groups—>55 and over, 35-45, and 15-25—
were used to assess the change of verbal

" patterns experienced by Bahia Blanca

families in a 40-year period, beginning in
1930, The results indicate that formerly
hierarchical familial relationships have be-
come much more equalitarian.

_Asymmetrical usage is reported by 54
percent of the informants of the older
cohort, 28 percent of those in the inter-
mediate cohort, and 22 percent of the
youngest cohort. The consistency with the
diachronic results- for Buenos 'Aires is
high, particularly when each concrete kin-
ship relation is analyzed. In addition, Ba-
bini’s (1965) findings. on the greater
authoritarianism of patrent-child relations
among lower-class Buenos Aires families,
as compared with upper-middle class ones
(see footnote 4), support the inferences I
have made here on the basis of a verbal
indicator. of - a: specific kind - of ‘‘cere-
monial” activity (Goffman, 1956): inter-
personal address.

Does Synchrony Reproduce Diachrony‘f

The diachronic view showed a growing ten-
dency in Buenos Aires to define authority
relations between different generation kin

as egalitarian and reciprocal. It also
showed that this move was first taken by
members of the upper classes and only
later by those of the lower ones. ‘

The synchronic view showed greater fre-
quency of egalitarian relations between
generations among families of the more
-modern and central region (Buenos Aires)
than among those of the more traditional
and marginal one (Catamarca). Both
regions showed the same variation by
social class as indicated by the diachronic
analysis. :

The data presented in Table 4 suggest
that the frequency of asymmetrical usage
between generations in 1970 Catamatca
resembles that prevailing in Buenos Aires
fifty years earlier, between 1900 and 1950.
1t is also suggested that today’s difference
between Catamarca and Buenos Aires is
similar to the one existing between 1900
and 1950 among Buenos Aires families.

On the other hand, a comparison by
social class indicates that the distance
between the behavior of the upper and the
lower classes in present day Catamarca is
smaller than in Buenos Aires around 1900,
an indicator that the class structure may
be more fluid and inter-class contacts
more frequent in contemporaty Cata-
marca than in turn-of-the-century Buenos
Aires. In part this may derive from the fact

TABLE 4. PERCENT OF ASYMMETRI'CAL PRONOMINAL ADDRESS AMONG CATA-
MARCA AND BUENOS AIRES FAMILY MEMBERS BY KIN RELATION AND SOCIAL

CLASS IN 1970

Grand- Mother/
Father/  father/ Uncle/  daughter- Siblings-
Social class son Grandson  nephew in-law Spouses _ Siblings Cousins in-law
. CATAMARCA )
Lower . 58 (31) 58 (31) 66 (33) 15 (39) 03 03 6 (3 0 (34
Middle 35 (34) 58 (38) 61 (36) 32 387 0 3 0 39 3 39 0 (39
Upper-middle 21 (29) 48 (29) 51 27) 33 33 0 (29 O (34) 0 (35) 0 (32

BUENOS AIRES

Lower 10 (38) © 39 (38) 22 (40)
Middle 0 (36) 5 (3% 5 (3%)
Upper-middle 0 (40) 5 (38) 5§ (39)

s6 (36) 0 (3% 0 (3% 0 (39 3 (39
68 (36) 0 (39) 0 (38 0 (@40 5 (39
58 (39) 0 (40) 0 (36) 0O (40) 0 (40)

NOTE: The numﬁe’rs in parentheses (n) indicate the basis on which percentages were calculated.
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that the population of 1970 Catamarca is
less than one-tenth of that of Buenos Aires
around 1900.

Although we do not have eatlier data for
Catamarca, some of the findings of the
present research suggest that a process of
redefinition of family relations has taken
place, although ﬁfty years after that of
Buenos:Aires. - -

In the future family relations in Cata-
marca will most likely follow the same
pattern of change as in Buenos Aires,
perhaps with a smaller delay. I would sug-
gest that this will be so even in the case
that Argentina fails to experience a
process of integrated socioeconomic growth
that leads to a narrowing of regional dis-
parities.

-My conjecture is based on'the bellef that
in the sphere of family life, as perhaps also
in other spheres of social life, changes
occur not only in response to local trans-
formations. Changes are also due to
processes-emanating from central regions
of a country. The diffusion is increasingly
facilitated by technological developments
such as mass communications and rapid
land and air transport, which reduce dis-
tance and accelerate the transmission of
ideas and patterns of life. Examples of
such changes in Catamarca include the fall
of birth and death rates, the expansion of
education and of life expectancy. They
have taken place even though Catamarca
continues to be a bulwark of stagnation
and traditionalism, marginalized from the
process of growth undergone by the more
privileged regions of the country.
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